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Dear Parents, 
 
I have been extremely pleased with 
the wonderful attitude which our 
students have displayed on their 
return to the classroom this term. 
Great to see! 

 
P & C Meeting 
This Thursday, from 3.15-4.00pm is 
our first P & C meeting of the year. 
We would love to see as many 
parents as possible attending. If you 
have not had a chance to come to a 
meeting previously, it is a great way 
to get to know other parents. Depot 
Hill  can only become stronger, as 
more parents become involved in 
the decision making which occurs in 
our school. Children are welcome to 
play quietly in the library during the 
meeting.  

 

Life Ed Van  
This Friday, 5th February, we 
welcome Harold the Giraffe in the 
Life Education Van to our school to 
teach us lessons which connect to 
our Health curriculum. We will be 
offering a session for the playgroup 
students from 9.00-9.30 and then 
each class will take part in a session 
throughout the day. There are a lot 
of great resources online from Life 
Education so feel free to have a 
look. 

 
 
The Smith Family Scholarships 
The Smith Family, who have had a 
long association with the Depot Hill 
School, have contacted me to say 
that they have scholarships available 
for any families from Depot Hill who 
have a health care or pension card. 
This scholarship provides funds for 
parents to use to buy back to school 
essentials such as books, shoes, 
uniforms etc. Please complete the 
attached scholarship form and 
return to the school if you think that 
this would apply to you. 

 

Monday 1st February  

>Lunch box club commences  

Tuesday 2nd February  

>3:00pm Parent Meet and Greet afternoon  

Wednesday 3rd February  

 

Thursday 4th February  

>3:15pm P&C Meeting in the library  

Friday 5th February  

>9:00am-11:00am Playgroup 
>Life Education 
>2:30pm Parade 

Saturday 6th February  

>11:00am Centenary Meeting in the library 

Monday 8th February  

>Court House Excursion Yr 4/5/6 

Tuesday 9th February  

>2:00pm-3:00pm Swimming Lessons P/1/2 class 
>3:00pm-4:00pm Learning Club 

Wednesday 10th February  

>Swimming Lessons 3/4 and 4/5/6 classes 
>Prep Vision Screening at school 

Thursday 11th February  

 

Friday 12th February  

>9:00am-11:00am Playgroup 
>Nominations for leadership positions due in 
>2:30pm Parade 

Tuesday 16th February  

>Book Club orders due back 

Thursday 1st April 

>Last day of Term 1 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING 

DEPOT HILL SCHOOL RULES 
BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE A LEARNER 
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Be a Learner 
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Lunch Box Club 
We had a smooth start to our Lunch 
box club this week which is now 
occurring out of the tuckshop. A big 
thank you to Ms Tia Hughes and Mrs 
Renee Gibbins for giving up so much 
of their time to help the children 
make themselves healthy lunches. If 
you are regularly available one 
morning a week from 8.00-9.00am, 
and would be prepared to help out, 
please let me know as we would 
really appreciate more helpers. 
 
Permission Forms 
Please ensure that you have 
returned the permission forms for 
swimming by the end of the week. 
Activities such as learning club and 
lunch box club are not compulsory 
but you will need to complete the 
permission form if you would like 
them to take part. Thanks to those 
parents who have returned change 
of details forms. This helps us to 
keep our records current. 
 
Differentiation 
At Depot Hill State School, we are 
always considering the individual 
needs of our students as we plan 
lessons and prepare learning 
opportunities. Whilst we do have set 
benchmarks to achieve, which come 
from the Australian Curriculum, we 
are very aware that a one size fits all 
approach will not work. Consider the 
picture below.  

No wonder the monkey is smiling – 
he will be in his element. I worry for 
the elephant however and 
unfortunately the fish has no 
chance! If it was a swimming or 
strength competition, the results 
would be very different! Think of 
your own child and imagine how 
they would respond if they needed 
to complete an assessment in any of 
the following ways:  running, 
painting, dancing, reading, acting, 
writing or using computer skills. In 
some areas they would excel, but in 
others they would struggle. Every 
child has strengths and weaknesses 
and it is our job to ensure that we 
use a variety of assessment 
techniques so that every child has a 
chance to excel. 
 
At Depot Hill State School, this 
differentiation also extends to 
behaviour. Behaviour management 
may look different for different 
students. As well as the usual whole 
class behaviour management, it may 
involve behaviour management 
charts, rewards, letters home, free 
time etc. We are teaching students 
it is not unfair for students to be 
treated differently – in fact it would 
be unfair if we treated every student 
the same. We have high 
expectations for the behaviour of 
every student but we will 
differentiate the way we deliver the 

teaching of behaviour just as we do 
so for student learning. 
 
I look forward to sharing our new 
Student Code of Conduct with the 
parent body at the P & C meeting, as 
this document give more detail of 
our behaviour management policies. 
 
Have a great week. 
 

Mrs Elizabeth Jacobson 

YEAR P/1/2 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Welcome back! We are excited to 
embark upon another busy year of 
learning! 
 
A special welcome to our new 
families – we are sure you will find 
the Depot Hill community to be a 
warm and friendly one.  
 

 
 
The beginning of the school year is 
always a time of settling in and 
adapting to a new routine. Most 
students manage this transition quite 
well but if you feel that your child 
needs some support please don’t 
hesitate to let me know. 
 
I realise that there is a lot to think 
about at this time of year so I’ve 
outlined the most critical items below: 
 
Hats and water bottles – with the 
weather being the way that it is hats 
and water bottles are a must! If 
students do not have a hat they will 
only be permitted to play in covered 
areas. 
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Fruit – just a reminder that fruit snack 
is midway through the morning 
session every day, please ensure your 
child has a yummy piece of fruit so 
that they can focus and concentrate 
during class! 
 

 
 
Reading – the single most important 
thing anyone can do to improve a 
child’s educational development is to 
read with them!  
 

 
 

In accordance with policy homework 
is optional. If you wish for your child 
to complete homework you will 
need to complete the homework 
‘opt-in’ form. Homework will 
commence in Week 2. The most 
important part of the homework is 
the reader. If there is only time to 
complete one activity the reader 
always takes priority!  
 

 
 
Have a fantastic week! 
 

Miss Katie Black 

YEAR 3/4 CLASS 

Hi Parents and Families, 
  
I was excited to welcome my Year 3s 
and 4s to my new classroom last 
week. We have been off to a great 
start, learning our new classroom 
routines. Students have been doing 
a great job of following our new 
class values. I’m so impressed with 
the maturity, resilience and 
motivation students have been 
showing. Please congratulate your 
child on their great work. We have 
also started our English and Maths 
units for this term. In English this 
term we are reading a fantasy novel 
and learning how the author creates 
interesting characters and setting. 
This week students have been 
learning about descriptive language, 
such as nouns and adjectives. In 
Maths, students are learning about 
place value. We have been working 
on representing numbers in a 
variety of ways. 

 
 
This week I have sent homework 
home with every student. 
Homework is optional, and it is the 
parents’ choice whether students 
should do homework. Homework is 
a good way for you to keep up to 
date with what your child is 
learning. Please let me know 
whether or not you want your child 
to continue to receive homework. 
Swimming starts next week. Our 
class goes to swimming on 
Wednesday afternoons. Please 
ensure that any outstanding 
permission slips are returned as 
soon as possible. Please also 
remember to send all required 
clothes for swimming on the day. 
  

Kind regards, 
 

Mr Bryce Younger 

YEAR 4/5/6 CLASS 

Dear families,  
 
Welcome back to another school 
year. Although there are many new 
faces in the room, it feels as if we 
have been here for months already. 
Everyone has settled in nicely and is 
already showing wonderful 
responsibility with classroom 
routines and resilience to new 
learning tasks.  
 
Last week was focused on 
establishing our class values which 
we developed through reading and 
watching a number of texts. The 
book ‘Kookoo’ taught us that ‘we 
have two eyes, two ears and one 
mouth, so we should look and listen 
twice as much as we speak’. The 
moral we learnt in ‘The invisible boy’ 
was that it only takes one person to 
be kind, for other to do the same 
and make someone seen. The Pixar 
short film ‘La Luna’ showed us that 
even if people think in different 
ways, they can still work together as 
a team to achieve a common goal. 
This week we will look at a book 
called ‘My calm me down book’ by 
Trace Moroney which explains to 
students to concept of ‘the really big 
storm happening inside their head’. I 
am a big believer in creating 
independent, resilient and self-
aware learners. I hope that after 
having read and discussed the book 
throughout the term that the kids 
will be able to recognise their 
emotions (the big storm) and learn 
how to best support themselves to 
calm the storm in order to feel 
happy both at school and home. 
**This book is available to Target or Big 
W if you wish to purchase it and discuss 
it with your child at home.    
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In English, we have begun our 
investigation into Persuasive 
products, focusing on cereal boxes. 
This term the students will need to 
analyse all sides of a cereal box and 
identify the persuasive features. 
They will also need to compare this 
to another self-chosen cereal box 
and then create a script which 
explains the similarities and 
differences between them. The next 
time are you at the supermarket, 
ask your child to identify some of 
the persuasive features on the 
boxes. Have a conversation about 
why you think the producer has 
designed the box in that way. 
 

 
 
In Maths, our first topic is Statistics 
where the students will look at 
collecting, organising and displaying 
data. They will conduct their own 
class survey and explore how data 
can be displayed in different ways. 
They will also analyse the data to 
answer questions and make their 
own interpretations.  
 
Our Science focus this term is all 
about Space! I am super excited 
about this one as venturing into the 
solar system is always so much fun 
and learning about what else is ‘out 
there’ creates wonderful group 
discussions and new learnings. 
  

 

Finally, in HaSS we tackle the very 
serious topic of Democracy and our 
legal systems, understanding who 
makes laws, why they are important 
and who is responsible of upholding 
the legal system. In order to deepen 
the students’ understanding of this 
we are lucky enough to be visiting 
the local Court House next week and 
be taken on a guided tour. Please 
find the permission form attached 
and return it to school ASAP. This 
unit of work will also look at the 
voting process, which is very 
appropriate at the moment as we 
conduct our own democratic 
process of electing school captains, 
sports captains and student 
councillors.  

 
 
You will find attached to the 
newsletter a Nomination Form for 
leadership positions. Please read it 
carefully and speak with your child 
about which leadership positions 
they may wish to apply for. All Year 
6 students are required to present a 
speech.  
 
I look forward to working with both 
you and your child throughout the 
year. As always, if you have anything 
you wish to discuss feel free to pop 
in for a chat or email me at 
srudd37@eq.edu.au 
 
Kind regards, 
  

Miss Steph Ruddick 

 
 

LIFE EDUCATION VISIT 

 
 
Liz and Healthy Harold the Giraffe 
will be at Depot Hill State School on 
Friday 5th February, 2021. Our visit is 
again being fully sponsored by The 
Smith Family, Communities for 
Children. We can’t wait to meet our 
old friends and make new ones too. 
We’ll be learning about healthy 
lifestyle choices and having lots of 
fun along the way.  
 
Head to our Parent and Carer Hub  
to have a look at the modules that 
your kids will be working through. 
You will find detailed overviews of 
the modules and fact sheets with 
'conversation starter' ideas so that 
you can carry on discussing the 
lessons at home. We will also post a 
story after the visit so be sure to 
‘like’ and follow our CQ Life 
Education Facebook Page   
Liz and Healthy Harold.  
 

BOOK CLUB 

The first edition of Book Club for 
2021 is attached to this week’s 
newsletter. If you would like to 
order any items, please return order 
form and payment by Tuesday the 
16th of February.  
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P&C NEWS 

P&C Meeting 
The next P&C Meeting will be held 
this Thursday 4th February at 3:15pm 
in the library. Please come along to 
support your school. It is together 
that we can build a strong 
community and supportive 
environment for our students and 
staff. If you’d like any further 
information please see the office.  

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 
TOUCH FOOTBALL JUNIOR 

DEVELOPMENT DAY 
 

Rockhampton Touch Assoc is 
holding their annual Development 

Day for juniors interested in learning 
more about Touch Footy. This event 
is open to every child from the ages 
9 to 16 no matter what experience 

or skill level they are. 
(Children under 9 may find skills and 

drills a bit advanced and the 
morning too long.) 

 
Date: Sunday 13th of February 2021 

 
Times: 9:00am till 11:30am (8:30 

arrival for registration please) 
Bring: Hat and water bottle and 

wear shoes and sunscreen 
Provided: Morning tea is provided. 

Cost: NO Cost 
Anyone interested should email 

Seann at admnin@rockytough.com 
for more details or to register to 

attend (for catering purposes and to 
ensure sufficient coaches and 

support staff are in attendance.) 

 

JUNIOR FIXTURES 
Rockhampton Touch is also holding 
a junior competition in the first half 
of the year for Under 10s, Under 12s 
and Under 14s Boys and Girls Teams 

(no mixed) on Friday nights 
commencing Friday the 5th of March 
2021. Nominations are being called 
for teams from schools, clubs and 

individuals to participate in this 
competition and close on 26th 

February. For more information 
please call Seann on 0409 631 633. 
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